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When we explore the world with kids, we can sort things in two main ways:

1. Living vs. Nonliving
Living things are alive right now. They grow, use energy, respond to their
surroundings, and can reproduce.
Nonliving things are not alive and never were alive. They don’t grow, eat, or
reproduce.

2. Biological, Human-Made, or Natural Earth
Biological: Things that are living or were once living, like animals, plants,
shells, wood, or eggs.
Human-Made: Things people create or build, like toys, tools, clothing, or
technology.
Natural Earth: Things that come from nature but are not alive, like rocks,
water, sand, fire, or fossils.

How it connects:
“Living vs. nonliving” is a simple way for kids to recognize life.
“Biological, human-made, or natural earth” gives a richer picture of where things
come from and how humans interact with the world.

Example:
A tree is living and biological.
A rock is nonliving and natural earth.
A telescope is nonliving and human-made.

This combined approach lets kids sort items in more than one way and start thinking
about life, nature, and human impact all at once.

Note
I first saw the idea of sorting between biological, human-made, and natural earth in
Building Foundations for Scientific Understanding (BFSU) by Bernard J. Nebel, Ph.D.
and it is also used by the curriculum Scientific Connections through Inquiry (SCI)
which is based on BFSU

Understanding Objects: Two Ways to Classify
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Living
Things that are alive right now. They grow, use energy, respond to their
surroundings, and can reproduce.
Examples: animals, plants, bacteria.

Nonliving
Things that are not alive and never were alive. They do not grow, need food, or
reproduce.
Examples: rocks, water, air.

Biological
Things that are living or were once living. This includes living organisms and the
materials they make or leave behind.
Examples: plants, animals, shells, wood, bones.

Natural Earth
Things that come from nature but are not alive. They are part of Earth’s physical
environment.
Examples: rocks, water, sand, fire, fossils.

Human-Made
Things that people create or build using natural materials or technology. These
things are made out of biological or natural earth materials.
Examples: scissors, cell phones, clothing, robots.

Definitions and Examples
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